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Using this Manual

The Urban Forestry Manual provides the scientific, technical, and practical information 
needed to work with communities on urban forestry. There are 16 units (listed below)
that address specific topics in the practice of urban forestry. These units have been 

developed as a series, each building upon the information in previous ones. The units 
may also be used individually to gain information about a specific topic. 

Benefits and Costs of the Urban Forest is the first unit in the Urban Forestry Manual. 

This is an introduction to urban forestry and it explains why your work with communities 
and individuals in urban forestry is important. This unit also includes information about 

how to maximize the benefits and minimize the costs related to the urban forest.

The Role of the State Forestry Agency in Urban Forestry is an introduction to State 
forestry agencies' responsibilities and activities in urban forestry. It explains why
partnerships are important to State forestry agencies activities in urban forestry. This unit 

also discusses the importance of working with communities and individuals.

Tree Biology is an introduction to how trees grow and live. It describes how trees are 
structured, how they function, and how they grow and develop. It also explains how the 

urban environment influences tree growth and development. 

Dendrology is an introduction to identifying and understanding trees in the urban 
environment. It explains the classification of trees, naming trees and tree identification. 

This unit also includes information on how characteristics of the urban environment 
influence tree identification. 

Urban Soils is an introduction to the role that soils play in the health of the urban forest. 
It explains what soil characteristics are important for healthy tree growth. This unit also 

includes information about common soil problems in urban areas. 

Site and Tree Selection provides information on how to select a site and species to 
maximize the benefits and minimize the costs related to urban forestry. It explains what 

factors you need to consider when selecting a planting site, tree species, and tree stock. 
This unit also discusses how to match these factors to ensure healthy tree growth and 
development.

Tree Planting is a unit that will introduces factors to consider and techniques to 

implement when planting trees. It includes recommended guidelines for planting and
post-planting. It also explains how to work with communities and individuals to 

successfully plant trees. 

Tree Maintenance is an introduction to the importance of providing regular maintenance 
to the urban forest. The basic steps to preventative maintenance are discussed, such as 

fertilization, mulching, pruning and tree protection. 






